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Cliff Valley’s focus on environmental      
education has always set us apart and 
the 2009 “green” Fall Festival was 
another example of how our school has 
demonstrated environmental respon-
sibility. Thanks to the resourcefulness 
and hard work of parent volunteers, this 
year’s event was more “green” than ever!

Led by Co-Chairs Teresa Flanagan and 
Debbi Powe, the goal of this year’s Fall 
Festival was to not only bring our 
community together, but also to 
produce as little waste as possible 
by the end of the event. 

“This is so important to Teresa and I as 
individuals, so we tried to practice this 
on a grander scale with the Fall 
Festival,” said Debbi.

Last year the festival went through 500 
plastic water bottles. This year, the 
Chairs made every effort to cut back on 
the number of discarded water bottles 
by providing large water jugs through-
out the festival, allowing attendees the 
chance to refill as often as needed. Promotions for the 
festival encouraged families to BYOWB (bring your own 
water bottle) and the committee ordered new BPA-free 
Camelbak logo bottles that were available for purchase 
both before and during the festival. 

Apart from serving water, the festival received a generous 
donation from Cliff Valley parent, Ted Wright of Fizz, who 
represents Hansen’s Natural Soda.  In addition, volunteer 
Michelle Lacoss was tasked with being the Recycling 
Coordinator.  Michelle made recycling trash bins by re-
purposing several cardboard boxes.  She cut a hole in 
the top, painted and labeled them for aluminum cans and 

plastic so the recycling could be kept easy 
and organized for those using them. Every 
conscious effort was made to ensure that 
anything that could be recycled was recycled 
after the Fall Festival!

The third grade class worked with Kate Sidor-
ski on the creation of composting containers 
for the organic apple cores. These containers 
were placed throughout the area and were 
colorfully decorated by the 3rd grade class 
so they could be easily identified and used 
after the apples were eaten.  At the end of the 
festival, the containers were emptied into the 
garden’s main composting bin to be used in 
the Cliff Valley gardens.

The many pumpkins, hay bales and gourds 
used throughout the festival to provide cute 
Fall decorations didn’t go to waste  either!  An 
ad was placed and answered on 
Freecycle.org by another school whose 
festival was taking place the following 
weekend enabling all of the decorations to be 
used again instead of being thrown away. 

Lastly, instead of accumulating waste from 
discarded  admission bracelets, the committee decided 
to use a hand stamp to indicate paid entries.

The positive result from all of the recycling efforts was very 
little trash once the festival ended! However, just because 
the Fall Festival is over does not mean Teresa and Debbi’s 
green efforts have stopped. Instead, Dara Simmons, 
Operations Manager, has recruited them to be part of 
“The Green Hawks” along with Outdoor Classroom 
teacher Kate Sidorski, elementary teachers Elizabeth 
Williams and Ann Mead, and preschool teacher Eileen 
Stone to ensure Cliff Valley School is always thinking 
“green”!

Going Green At The Fall Festival
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2009-2010
Cliff Valley School Calendar 

December 2009
Week of December 21
Week of December 28

January 2010
Monday, January 4
Tuesday, January 5

Th-Fri, January 14-15
Monday, January 18

Saturday, January 23

February 2010
Th-Fri, February 11-12
Monday, February 15

Friday, February 19
Week of February 22

March 2010
Th-Fri, March 11-12
Saturday, March 27

April 2010
Week of April 5

Th-Fri, April 15-16
Th-Fri, April 22-23

Sunday, April 25
Wednesday, April 28

Friday,  April 30

May 2010
Th-Fri, May 13-14

Friday, May 21
Thursday, May 27

Friday, May  28

No School: Winter Break
No School: Winter Break

No School: Teacher Workday
All Classes Resume
CVPA Parent Coffees
No School: 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Elementary Movie and Game 
Night, 6pm

CVPA Parent Coffees
No School: President’s Day
Elementary Talent Show, 7pm
Elementary Early Dismissal: 
Parent/Teacher Conf.

CVPA Parent Coffees
Annual Auction: Viva la Vida!

No School: Spring Break
CVPA Parent Coffees
No Preschool Classes: 
Parent/Teacher Conferences
Environmental Ed. Expo
Preschool Field Day
Elementary Field Day

CVPA Parent Coffees
Last Day of Preschool Classes
5th Grade Graduation
Last Day of Elementary Classes

A special thanks to all the parent volunteers 
and to the Fall Festival sponsors:

-  Whole Foods Market, Briarcliff
-  Fizz
-  Athletic Club Northeast
-  Regal Entertainment Group
-  All Fired Up
-  Midtown Bowl
-  Keller Williams Realty, Nancy Keenan
-  Bruster’s Ice Cream
-  The Schwartz Family
-  Cumberland Animal Clinic



2426 Clairmont Rd
Atlanta, GA 30329
678.302.1302

Save the Date! 
Join us for a night of Latin food and drink, music, 
good company and lots of great shopping. 

Cliff Valley School Auction 
March 27, 2010 • 6pm
Greek Orthodox Church


